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The President stated that he would take the sense of the house as regards the
procedure and would then give his decision. On votes being taken'as to whether:
the list proposed by Mr. Gandhi should be vote'd upon as a whole or 'not, 78 votes'
were In favour of taking it en bloc and' 62 were against this procedure. As the
President was'announcing these figures, Mr. S. 'Satyamurti walked out in protest,
He was followed by about 30 other members. The President stated that the walk-
out was hasty as he had not yet announced his decision in regard to the procedure
he chose to adopt. Indeed in view of the close voting he had decided to put the
names individually to vote in order to avoid all possible dissatisfaction or misunder-
standing. But Mr. Satyamurti and others acted in a precipitate ^manner. Mr.
K, Punniah (Smd) moved adjournment of the house till next morning with a view
to allowing the walkers-out an opportunity to come back. The adjournment motion
was seconded by Mr. Abdur Rahirn but on being put to the vote was declared lost.
A ballot was taken for the election of members to the Working Committee
and the official list of the ten names given above was declared carried by an over-
whelming majority.
The Indian National Congress
OPENING DA Y—29th DECEMBER 1929
The Forty-fourth session of the Indian National Congress commenced its sitting
on Sunday, the 29th December 1929 at 5 p. rn. amidst unique enthusiasm at Lajpat
Nagar, Lahore. The huge pandal, which could accommodate about fifteen thousand
men was taxed to its utmost capacity.
With tri-coloured National flags and inspiring mottos placed here and there,
with hanging wreaths and loud speakers, with its high ornamental rostrum the Pandal
presented a spectacle at once imposing and inspiring.
Punctually at 5 p. m. amidst thundering cheers and shouts of Bande Mataram the
President-elect accompanied by Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew, Chairman of the Reception
Committee, entered the Pandal in a procession consisting of ex-Presidents of the
Congress and other prominent leaders.
The proceedings commenced with the singing of Bande Mataram by a band of
ladies in pin drop silence, the whole House standing in reverence. Another song
extolling the self-immolation of martyr Jatindra Nath Das drew enthusiastic cheers
from the audience.
The Welcome Address.
Then Dr. Kitchlew read his address welcoming the delegates. After this Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru delivered his presidential address in Hindi which was a masterly
analysis of problems that the nation would face in their march towards the goal of
Freedom,
Dr.  Kitchlew,   Chairman   of   the  Reception   Committee, in his speech,  after
giving an elaborate history of what he called the economic and political exploitation
of India by Britain referred to the non-cooperation movement of 1921 and said
that the people as a whole gave a splendid response to the call of revolution.    "The
leaders and workers, men and women,   young and old, without any distinction of
castes and creeds gladly filled the jails in their thousands and paid the penalty
of deliberately violating the laws of the foreign bureaucratic system  of Government.
Something untoward happened at Chauri Chaura and one or two other places and
tiiere was a dead stop to our movement at the most psychological   moment of
ks straggle for existence."
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lie said that the  Hindu-Muslim  differences  were only transitory.     They  were
t&erekift of a tremendous reaction and if left alone  would   have died  their natural
goaded by the taunts of bureaucrats they tried to solve them.   The All-
t Q^oference had done them no good ;  on the contrary by giving a status to
MatBjalists they had done immeasurable harm to the political movement.
Tfaei Hefei Xfej&mittee  appointed  by   the   Congress did all in its power to bring
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aac«t an a^palie  settlement of inter-communal questions but their report had not
*ea!  solution  of those questions.   Dr. Kitchlew felt that there

